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‘ Celebrating 5 Decades of ministry and mission moving forward in faith ‘

PASTORODS MESSAGE

OMerci ful Father, we offer with | ofipurselves, t han

our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him

who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our
Offering PrayerLutheran Book of Worship

Dear Friends,

While many times my message on this page will be inspired by the church season or upcoming
holiday or something | saw, read, or heard that triggered thoughts and ideas | wanted to share

with you, this monthds message i s about the
finance and volunteers. I n this Easter seas
through God6s mercy, becomes as well our res

ous resurrection of our congregati ondagafferf i nan
with joy and thanksgiving from what God has first givenfusur selves, our time, and our pos-
sessions, signs oforGotdhdes wgorrakc ioofu sChliroivseedd s c h i

As you will read in the comments from our Treasurer in tAisumpetissue, we are seeing a

disturbing trend in our financial giving: for the first quarter of 2010, our regular giving through

our weekly offerings is down $8,000 from the same time period last year. We have lost several
very generous contributors these past few months, and that loss is reflected in these numbers.

As has been pointed out over the years in our stewardship campaigns, ours is among many
congregations whose giving is heavily tilted
charté, which is a | opsided giving pattern t
sustaining our ministries and mission more evenly throughout the congregation. As a result,

when the largest contributors are no longer giving, the effect of that loss is a great shock to our
financial stability.

We are in the same boat as any humber of other congregations, Lutheran and other denomi-
nations, in and around Syracuse and across the country, as this news item from a redehtis-
tian Centurymagazine attests:

00One year after the majority of Ameri can
not impact their church giving, three in ten Americans now say that they are putting
Several Points of Interest in less in the offering plate, a Barna Group study shows. Compared to a similar study
this issue: Barna conducted at the end of 2008, the percentage of Americans who have reduced
their donations has increased by a staggering 45%. Many of those who traditionally
give to their congregations have been able to maintain their usual level of giving, but
those who have not [traditionally given] substantially [have] reduced their giving. Al-
. most one-quarter of church donors cut their contributions by at least 20%. The Barna
* Upcoming Youth Events study was based on telephone interviews in January and early February with a nation-
wide sample of 1,008 adults. o

* Confirmation Sunday

* Ten Tons of Love

From 0Br i ef | yChridtan @Gedidymagazine) Apnl 20, 2010 issue

* All Church Clean Up Day
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Senior High ()
Youth Meeting

The Senior High Group will
be meeting in the Youth
Room onMay 16 from 12-
2 PM We are going to look
for some opportunities to
do service around the
church and touch base on
how we have been using
our God Goggles lately.
Lunch will be provided!

Rescue Mission

The Senior High Group will
be headed back to the Res-
cue Mission to serve din-
ner on SundayJune 13
Details to come.

confirmatio” Corne!

Ecumenical Worship
Opportunities

Our visit to Immanuel
United Methodist Church
on Kasson Road scheduled
for April 25 was not able to
happen so we rescheduled
the visit for May 16. The

The Rite of Confirmation

On May 23, our 8 grade
young people will take part in
the Rite of Confirmation
where they will accept for
themselves all of the joys
and responsibilities of being
followers of Christ. They will
confess their faith, confirm
their convictions and claim
their calling as baptized chil-
dren of God who will:

*live among God's faithful
people

*hear the word of God
and share in the Lord's
supper

*proclaim the good news
of God in Christ through
word and deed

*serve all people, follow-
ing the example of
Jesus

*strive for justice and
peace in all the earth.

As these young people pro-
fess their intention to con-
tinue in the covenant God
made with them in their bap-
tisms, may we all ponder
what it means to be a bap-
tized child of God and reaf-
firm our own commitment to
this covenant God made with
each of us.

goal of these visits is to
learn about the faith life
and worship practices of
our brothers and sisters in
Christ who are of other
denominations. We will
look forward to experienc-
ing some of the similarities
and differences between

WWe are known by the qua,
ity of our inner lives... | mean
the quality which makes con
tagious Christians, the qualt
ity that makes people catch
SGD KNUD NE

~ Evelyn Underhill

our worship services and
our ways of thinking about,
and serving, our one God.

Family Ministry

Sunday Evening Celebrations

Come check out how we wor-

ship God in a slightly differ-
ent style onMay 2in the Fel-
lowship Hall. Worship begins
at seven and there is a pot-
luck dinner before hand that

begins at six. As always there

will be ice cream fellowship
following worship! Please
RSVP to Kristine Breault at:
krahavy@twcny.rr.corif you
are able to come for dinner.
Please feel free to bring your
friends.

FontintnblEdvealion

April 16-18 | ventured to Har-
risburg, Pennsylvania to at-
tend the 0Gat
East 6, an eve
the equipping of youth minis-
ters in the Northeast region
of the United States. There |
spent time learning about the
art of theological reflection,
what it means for our youth
to be growing up in the post-
modern era and how that
affects ministry with them,
and how | might better use
technology in ministry with
youth. | had the opportunity
to reconnect with some youth
ministry colleagues | haven't
seen in years and to meet
other people passionate
about ministering to youth.
Please feel free to ask me

NrforefalidM fny eXpérefics.

CONFIRMATION CAMP;:
Those young people
currently in the 7 and
8th grade Confirmation
Ministry have been sent
all the necessary infor-
mation and registration
forms for attending this
summer 8s se
Confirmation Camp
(June 276 July 2,
2010.) Please remem-
ber: Registration and
deposit are due in the
Church Office May 1.

See ya at camp !

SS

Pastor Janet

Mark your calendar
hering in the
nt designed fo
April 30-May 1 8h grade Lockin

May 2fi Confirmation Ministry 46 PM
Pot Luck Dinner 6 PM
Sunday Evening Celebra
tions 7 PM
Ice Cream Fellowship to
follow

May 16- Confirmation Class Worship
ing at Immanuel United
Methodist Church

Senior High Youth Meeting

12-2 PM

Confirmation Ministry
4-6 PM

Rite of Confirmation 10:30
AM Worship

May 23 -

Celebration of First Com
munion 10:30 AM Worship

May 30 -

June 13- Rescue Mission Service

Senior High

on
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Pastords Message continued

Several months after the financial fiasco of 2008, Rev. Dr. Philip Krey, PresidenfTbe Lutheran Theological Seminary at Phila-
delphia, told a gathering of clergy that history has shown that it is usually around 18 months after a significant econoroigrd
turn that churches and other norprofits, charities, etc., begin to feel the effects on their financial contributions. Wel§juess
wedre right on schedule then.

When we were working on our financial situation at the last Finance Committee meeting and discussing how people understand
their giving to and through their church, | shared stories of the experiences | have had over the years when | visit homeboun
members, and it was suggested to me by a member of that c
the insights gained in those experiences, and so here they are: Most times, first thing as | come through the ddmfore the

coffee, cookies, and conversation, before sharing Holy Communion during our visit togethewill be handed their church of-

fering envelopes. Sometimes there are apologies for having not been in church (which is due to issues of aging or health or
both), but always there are, in one way or another, testimonies of how important it is to them to keep up their commitment to
support their church as best they can, because that is one way they can still feel a supportive part of their congregatmmeS

times they will tell me of how their church giving patterns were learned from their parents who, even in the most diffiduco-

nomic times (these are folks who |lived through the Great
ployed), a portion of whatever money they had was a-loOway s
rul ed6: when payday came, the money was divided into three

80% for living expenses. It touches my heart to be in the presence of folks who have such a deep sense of commitment to the
work of our Lord through His church that has continued for decades of faithfulness in support to keep the church going. eAs w
continue to assess our own individual financial welleing in the light of current economic realities (see the article about Fi-
nances and the oWellness Wheel 6 in this issue), | believe
generation about prioritizing our financial commitments and discerning the difference between needs and wants.

So, sisters and brothers in Christ, we need to f acese®Ht. M
needs all its members to step up and contribute for the good of the household. As we meet each month, our Congregation
Council prayerfully continues to make decisions in order to reduce expenses where we can, in ways that do not diminish the

crucial work of the ministries of St. Mi chael 6s. Eddych of
support the life of our congregation. And, as | mentioned above, we are also in heed of volunteers in all aspects of ouctthu
|l'ife. There have been times in my own |ife when | 06ve heen

way of making a heeded contribution to those ministries and organizations | wanted to support. Your congregation can use you
gifts of time as welld just contact those Council members or program coordinators listed in this newsletter to volunteer.

0Bl essed are you, O God, rul er of heav e nAsyunhhveeasadtutto nevDlidey b
in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christagur S
ior and Lord. Amen. ¢

Offering PrayerEvangelical Lutheran Worship

In Christ,

HELP PAVE THE WAY !

This spring we will be undertaking the first step in resurfacing our church driveways and parking lots. The cost for this fir

phase is @%$7,500. As per Congregation Council decision, part of the funding for this project will come from recently receive
undesignated gifts to St. Mi chael 6s. Wiee ei dnevdi tper oyjoeuc tt oa ncdo
Way 6. Envel opes for this purpose will be in the pevwerack
checks made out to St. Mi chael ds, memo | ine: Help Pave th
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Church Picnic
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ALL CHURCH PICNIC
JUNE 13 -Noon
Marcellus Park at Creek Hollow

Please bring:

A salad or dessert to pass
Lawn Chairs and Sports Equipment

Church will provide:

Meat and drinks, paper products

Sign up in the Narthex

Dondt mi ss the fun

A free will offering will be received to help

with the costs of the meat and beverages.

CHURCH
_PlCNlC%

Community News

Lutheran (

Ling Allen-672-5213

Lutheran Camus Ministry at
Syracuse University thanks

all who supported the Basket
Auction. As always members

of St. Mi chael 6s
counted on to help this im-

portant ministry. Special

thanks go out to John and

Jane Woodman, Mary Carlic,
Christine Jones,
Crafters, Emily Zieres, Ser-

vice Guild and Carol Argus

and Jan Kunkle representing
the Childrends L

The baskets were beautiful
and the support given is
greatly appreciated. Thank

nd fell ow®hip!

On behalf of the Town of Schola Cantorum

Camillus presents
You are cordially invited to The Voice of the Turtle
attend the
Sunday, May 2
Grand Aqu_educt 4:00 p.m.
Celebration viol consort at 3:30 p.m.
on Saturday, May 22, 2010 Pebble Hill Presbyterian
Church
Canal Parade at 10:30 a.m. .
11:00 a.m. Main Ceremony 5299 ng]v?/ist\t””e Rd.

at the Aqueduct L
quecu $15 General admission

$10 students/seniors

5750 Devoe Road 4461757

Camillus, NY

The Lutheran Homes A Musical Celebration at

Foundation St . Paul 6s L
12th Annual Golf Outing 210 Hazel Street
Mon., June 28 Liverpool, NY
Skenandoa Club, Clinton Sunday, May 16
Registration9:30 a.m. 3:00 p.m.

Shotgun Start10:30 a.m.
Celebrating America and
$95. per person includes our Veterans
greens fees, cart, lunch,
beverages, dinner,
an event souvenir.
Captain & Crew format.

Prizes

Admission: Please bring 4
canned or boxed non
perishable food item for
the local area food pantry.

Cca

Ta
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Meet Our New Church Musicians

Greetings!

Having just been blessed
as your new Organist/
Choir Director on April 11,
| want to say how pleased
| am to be serving as or-
ganist/choir director here
at St. Michael's. Bess
Sproul has always spoken
so highly of the congrega-
tion and choir here at St.
Michael's, and | am happy
to be a part of such a dy-
namic congregation.

Sincerely,

Allison Evans Henry,

Organist/Adult Choir
Director

Men 1| n

John Woodmar 299-8799

Men In Mission (MIM) will
hold its May meeting on
Tuesday, May 25 at 7:00
p.m. We are organizing an-
other "Chili CoolOff" as the
centerpiece of that gather-
ing. Every male member of
St. Michael's automatically
belongs to MIM so we hope
all of you guys will conjure
up your best chili recipe (you
can even steal your wife's as
long as you do the cooking),
and be prepared to com-
pete! "Blind" taste testing
will determine the winners.

>

Allison (left) and Elizabeth (right) are enjoying their cake |n

honor of their

As | have recently became
blessed as your Children's
and Youth Choir Director
and Contemporary Worship
Coordinator, | am excited
to continue what Bess
Sproul started, and build
upon that with the mem-
bers of St. Michael's. | have
enjoyed the time | have
spent with the young peo-
ple in the congregation and
am looking forward to what
the future will hold with
them.

My husband and | would
like to thank you all for
welcoming us as we have
started a new beginning in
Syracuse.

Elizabeth Constantine

Chil drenos
Director, Contemporary

and

Y «

of ficial wel coiorshipCoS8rdinatoMi chael 0 :

Mi
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More details will follow in
each Sunday's bulletin so get
ready for some food and fun!

Don Daily- 487-2114

Despite the fact that the
first quarter ended with a
surplus of $378.87 income
over expenses, a very dis-
turbing trend has surfaced.
Based on the same three
month period from 2009,
regul ar envel
has dropped over
$8,000.00. We knew going
into the year that our giving
income would be down,
due to the loss ofseveral
parishioners who were
among our most generous
contributors- the loss of
their financial support be-
ing due to their deaths,

their moving out of the
area, or leaving our con-
gregation for other rea-
sons. We also realized
that the economy has
effected a lot of us in a
negative manner. How-
ever, we are asking every-
one to prayerfully con-
sider their own circum-
stanees d@hd kgdp vipg on g
even better, increase your
pledge to St. Michael's.

I'd like to thank John
Woodman for assuming
my duties while my wife
and | were in Florida.
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Thank You

Dear St . Mi chael 6s Member s,

Thank you for the beautiful flowers and also for all the lovely cards that yo
have sent to me. Your thoughtfulness means so much.

Sincerely,
Hilda Dinger

To St. Michael ds Famil y:

My hip surgery went very well and | am now on the mend with a whole lot
help from my primary care giver and drill sergeant. | would like to thank al
the St. Mi chael 6s family for your
encouragement. And a special shout out to Pastor Janet for her smiling fa
and positive attitude in the hospital at 7:00 in the morning before the sur-
gery. She must truly be a morning person!

Thanks and Godos

again to all pes

Art Johnson

In Sympathy

[

Our sympathies and prayers go to the families and friends of those who have re-
cently passed into eternal life:

Chris Johnson, Jean Shook and family

Richard and Ann Stieber on the death of their mother, Irene Stieber on April 20.

Food Pantry

Joanne Blake 469-1417, Liaison  listed is in every bag that

to St. Paulds Fo goesoutthedoor. The only/s e
thing different is the quan-

We will put bags together on tity. We fill one bag for a

May 27, at 9:30 a.m. in the family of 2,3, or 4 persons; 2

Fellowship Hall. We can us  bags for larger families. At

the help! times we receive extra foods
and they are included in

Check the master list to the each bag as well.

right for the list of foods that
we continually need for the
Food Pantry. Everything

Thank you so much for your
support of this ministry!

t hought &oups Rify Br¥efirded -

on

Food
f| Pantry
] Needs

| Food Pantry List

| Macaroni, spaghetti, rice

| Beans, all kinds

: Tuna fish, Spam, stews

| Pork & beans, kidney
beans

Tomatoes and spaghetti
sauce

Peanut butter and jelly

Macaroni and cheese

Canned vegetables /
fruit

|
|
|
|
|
:
| Cereals I
|
|
|
el _
SI

| Juice

: Jello and desserts

dI QPlease continue %
: paper anc?plastlc

St . Paul 6s
is located at
Brown Memorial Methodist
Church, 228 Davis St.,
Syracuse

Tues.: 5:067:00 p.m.
Wed.: 10- Noon

Thank you for your

continued support !

1
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|
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|
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|

Open: :
|

|

|

|

|

|

|
Joanne Blake |
469-1417 |

to St . Paul

|
|
l card
|
|

sis

Food |

St . Mi chaellss L
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Sunday School

Jan Kunkle468-2400
Anita Dietz672-3979
Cosuperintendents

It's Spring!
The Sunday School children
are excited as we conclude
another great year of stories
from the Bible. They espe-
cially enjoy the stories about
Jesus. We thank themfor
their good attendance and
the parents who made sure
they got here.

We also want to thank all
our teachers and helpers
who taughteach Sunday.
We couldn't have a success-
ful Sunday School without
them. Which brings me to a
question....who would like to
help teach a class next fall?
We really need some extra
help. If you could do it every
week, fantastic....If you could
do it every ol
Great.... if you can help as a
substitute....Good...We can
use all the help we can get.
Please pray about it. Thank
you.

Now...let's thank these dedi-
cated people for this year:
Anita Dietz, Kim Amidon,
Joanne Oram, Theresa La-
Marre, Jan Kunkle, Nacole
Ciciarelli, Laura King, Jenna
Downing, and Carol Argus.

Trinity Sunday

Mi chael 0s

Trumpet

Think Summer!

Vacation Bible School (VBS)
is just around the bend. From
July 19 thru July 23, we will
visit "God's Great Get
Together" at the "BAOBAB
BLAST". Under the big tree
we will meet many friends
and learn how to live like
Jesus in our own community.
Plan your vacations around
this date.

ST

July 197 July 23
9:00 a.m-Noon

Dates to Remember!

May 23, 2010 is Rite of Con-
firmation

May 30, 2010 is First Holy
Communion

May 31, 2010 we march in
the Camillus Memorial Day
Parade

June 27 thru July 2 is Confir-
mation Camp at Vanderkamp

July 19, 2010 first day of VBS

O

4

HealthABEK
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INGATHERING
2010
Hygiene Kit

PR Rl g e

One hand towel, medium to dark‘color
(160X 280)

One washcloth, dark color

g%?ﬁ???ﬁ??

One batBize bar so&jn wrappin

One adultize toothbrusmwrappin
NO toothpaste

One comb, wide tooth

One nalil clippedo metal files or
emery boards

P R S R et el 3

i
Six bandids prefel / 2 0 x 3/ 40 ;
Please do not add other items. i
All items should be new.

Please leave your supplies in th
storage bin so marked in the
Fellowship Hall. Thank you!

Women of the ELCA

Yo 5p 3 b 5 Np P R P 2P 5 NP P 5 0p b 5 P 0P R 0P 0P 5 0P 5p 3 0P % 0b 0P 0P 3P 0P 5p 3 b 5 0b b Rb %P 0P 5 3P 0P 5 0b b 5 %P b Rb 0P 0P 5 0P 5 5 % P % %

% Xp % Xb X X X X X X 2 Xp DX X X 5 %

P A A A A A A A A A A AL AN A AN

NURSERY REQUEST:

We have a need for a Pack
and for a stand alone changing table. If you have
one that you would Ii ke t
please call the Church Office to let us know.
(487-9360)
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Traveling Parishioners

Over the past several months
our parishioners have traveled
to:

St.
NY

Peterds Chu

Robinson Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church Syracuse, NY

Christ Lutheran Church Hilton
Head Island, SC

Christ the King Lutheran
Church
Nashua, NH

Our Savior Lutheran Church
Vero Beach, FL

St. Paul ds LEkuth
Durham, NC

Good Shepherd Lutheran
ChurchShalimar, FL

Advent Lutheran Church
Melbourne, FL

Concordia Lutheran Church
Micco, FL

Christ Episcopal Church

Property Update
Bill Kunkle- 468-2400

Call for help! We will be hold-
ing the annual Spring Cleanup
this year on May 15 (rain date
May 22). Notices will be
posted throughout the church
and a signup sheet will be in
the Narthex.

Right now we have the usual
jobs; trash pickup, window
cleaning, painting, raking,

etc. If you have a job you feel
needs to be addressed, please
let me know. If you would like
to participate please sign up in
the Narthex.

Church of the Ascensiod
Chesterfield, MO

Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran
Church, Clay 8Yv Yo r k

St . Paul 6s
East Northport, NY

First Presbyterian Church
Liverpool, NY

Freedom Fellowship
Virginia Beach, VA

Augustana Lutheran Church
Genoa, NE

eran Church

The better the response
the more we accomplish!

The committee has re-
ceived quotes for the re-
paving of the two drive-
ways. This is the first step
in the repaving program
that will eventually include
all of the paved surfaces in
the driveways and parking
lots. This is a large ex-
pense and we are breaking
it up into several segments
in order to reduce the
shock to our finances.

L ut h ®oria this fishal yearhirhe

Mission Endowment Ful

Jim Breauk468-3469 Our next meeting will be

Mission Endowment Chairperson held on June 2, when pro-
posals will begin to be con-

St. Michael 8ds dtiereds Fuading rag tbo w -
ment Fund Committee (MEFC) occur until the fourth quar-
is soliciting projects to spon-  ter of the year in many
cases. ldeas and proposal
commi tteeds s peanlskisubmitted viaithe e -
lines include portions that Church Office to any MEFC
should be spent in outreach to member, including Com-
our local community, country, mittee Chairperson Jim
and world that will enhance Breault, the President of
the mission outreach of our  Council Kristine Breault or
congregation. The goal of the Ppastor Janet.
committee is to produce the
most significant impact with
the funds available. All/any
ideas will be considered, and
those involved with other
groups or committees that are
working in some type of out-
reach are encouraged to sub-
mit proposals. A request for
funding in a simple written
format is the best way to allow
the committee to consider
these requests.

Occasionally | receive writ-
ten requests for jobs. Un-
fortunately, most of the
time these requests are
unsigned. In the event |
have questions or sugges-
tions there is no one to
ask. In the future would
you please sign your notes
so this problem won't be
just that. Thanks.

Please note: We have a
combination stove, sink

and refrigerator combina-
tion unit that
is willing to give away. It
would be good for a camp
setting. Please call Bill Kun-
kle(468-2400) if you are
interested in it.

St




