
Celebrating  Over 6 Decades of ministry and mission          moving forward in faith 

“The Miracle of Christmas and The Hope of Advent” 

When it comes to Advent and Christmas, I find that most people have the 

horse before the cart.  It’s not surprising, really, given the fact that in our  

secular society, the Christmas season begins the moment the crepe paper 

Thanksgiving turkeys are removed from the store display windows.  With all the 

efforts to maximize the Christmas shopping season, Advent has gotten lost in 

the shuffle.  Most people, if they are aware of Advent at all, think of it as “the 

season that leads up to Christmas.”  And that is how it appears on the  

calendar.  First, you have Advent, and then you have Christmas. 

Which, from the Christian perspective, is putting the cart before the horse.  

The fact is that we must have Christmas before we have Advent.  Let me  

explain. 

 

The core of the Christmas message is this:  God, Creator of the universe,  

Sovereign over all that exists, chose to enter into human affairs and into  

human understanding in a most extraordinary way; by becoming a human  

being.  Now, human beings all arrive on the scene in the same fashion; they 

are born as tiny babies, born into particular times and particular places and 

particular cultures.  And so it was that Immanuel, “God with us,” was born 

some 2019 years ago, (give or take 6 years, depending on who is doing the 

calculating) in Bethlehem, to Mary and Joseph, a Jewish couple of little note, 

except, of course, that Joseph was a descendant of King David.   

We all know John 3:16… “God so loved the world that he gave his only begot-

ten son…”  Well, that giving of God’s son (by which the Bible means the one 

who stands in our midst with God’s own mantle of authority, who said of him-

self, ‘If you have seen me, you have seen the Father’”) ended on the cross of 

Calvary, but it began in the manger in Bethlehem!   

Almost incomprehensible, isn’t it?  God wanted to come in the most powerful 

and substantial of ways, to intervene in the affairs of the world in such a way 

as to save the world from the destruction of its own sin and brokenness in 

such a way so as to usher in an age of Shalom (which means peace, health, 

prosperity, justice for the very least, and a whole lot more).  So how did God 

begin that work?  In the infant Jesus!   

Of course the world, or at least that portion of the world that understood the 

need for a Savior, was looking for the Messiah in the form of a great military 

leader who would come riding in on a white horse and lead the oppressed and 

downtrodden to glorious victory.  It’s little wonder, then, that most of the world 

did not recognize God when God showed up on the scene, and for that matter, 

still thinks this man of love and peace and sacrifice is, at best, naïve and 
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idealistic, and at worst, hopelessly out of touch with worldly reality.  And he is!  Because he is in touch 

with God’s vision of shalom for the world and its people, a vision with which the world is pretty much out 

of touch! 

 

Christmas is the time when we remember and celebrate the reign of Shalom that God began in Jesus.  

But still, we shed a tear whenever we sing of “peace on earth and mercy mild,” and the reason for those 

tears is because we are acutely aware of just how miserably absent from our world this Christmas hope 

really is.  Because what God began in Jesus is just that… only just begun, but certainly not yet finished.   

Which brings us back to the relationship between Christmas and Advent.  Christmas is the celebration 

of the beginning of God’s work of shalom in the world.  Advent is when we celebrate the hope that God 

will one day complete what God has begun.  Christmas celebrates what has already happened.  Advent 

celebrates what has not yet happened, but what we believe shall yet happen one day.  Advent cele-

brates the coming reign of God over all things in the world. 

 

God CAME in Jesus. God IS HERE in the power of the Holy Spirit.  God WILL COME in final triumph over 

sin and evil and death.  Which means that, regardless of what the calendar says, Advent is not the sea-

son that leads up to Christmas… it is the season of the promise that what was born on Christmas into 

infancy will one day grow and mature into full realization!  Those who steadfastly cling to this hope are 

able to celebrate Christmas as more than a sweet story from long ago, because we know it as the begin-

ning of God’s transformation of the world into the Realm of Peace, and because we trust that what God 

started, God will one day finish! 

 

I wish you a Christmas filled with blessing and warmth and love, and an Advent overflowing with hope 

and confidence! 

Pastor Paul 

Thanks to all who attended and voted in the Annual Congregational meeting.  Some good work was 

done and some good eats were had. 

 

As Pastor mentioned in his opening words at the meeting, we have formed a Pastoral Compensation 

Sustainability group who spent much time studying our budgets and came up with excellent ideas for 

St. Michaels to move forward.  This group will work closely with Stewardship in the next couple of 

months to formulate an exciting mission oriented path for our congregation.  This process will be crucial 

in our calling of new leadership.  Stay tuned… 

 

I want to wish all of you a safe and healthy Christmas and 

New Year’s!! 

 

Jeff Till (380-8080) 

Congregation Council President 

Council Update 



                                                   

 

Our October 28th service featured trumpet soloist Kyle Jones, who played movements from the Haydn 

and Hummel Trumpet Concertos for the prelude and postlude music that morning.  Kyle is a graduate of 

West Genesee High School and is currently a trumpet major at Syracuse University. 

I thank the choir for their excellent music for the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service held here at St. 

Michael’s on the afternoon of November 18th. 

The choir has prepared music for the Advent and Christmas seasons.  We invite you to consider joining 

the fun and fellowship in choir rehearsals on Wednesday evenings from 7 until 8:15 PM and worship on 

Sunday mornings. 

 

Allison 

 

Allison Evans Henry 

Organist and Choir Director 
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Choir News 
 



 

*December 2 – Angels Visit (Mathew 1:18-25) 

Practice and assign parts and costumes for  

Annual Christmas Pageant and Annual Cookie  

Exchange/Sale. Bake and bring cookies to  

exchange during Coffee Hour or just buy them! 

Proceeds go to a charity cause. There will be  

cookie decorating for the kids while the sale is  

going on. 

 

*December 9 – Jesus is Born (Luke 2:1-20)  

Practice for Christmas Pageant.  

 

December 16 — 9:00 AM Pageant practice in the 

sanctuary. Pageant service begins at 10:30. Pizza 

party after the service! And of course, cake!   

 

Happy Birthday Jesus!   

 

One Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. only. 

There will be no Nursery Care this Sunday. 

 

 

Sunday School and Nursery resume in 2019 on January 13 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or suggestions!  

Thank you,  

 

Laura King  

(Co-Sunday School Director)  

(315) 380-7325  

LauraKing77@gmail.com            

YEAR ORANGE 

Sunday School Schedule 
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December 2– Advent 1 

                       Services:  8:00/ 10:30 a.m. 

 

December 9– Advent 2 

   Services 8:00/10:30 

 

December 16– Advent 3 

                          One Service at 10:30 only 

                          Children’s Christmas Pageant 

                                    “Happy Birthday Jesus” party to follow 

 

December 23– Advent 4 

        Services at 8:00/10:30  

 

 December 24– Christmas Eve 

                 Candlelight Service at 6:00 p.m. 

 

         December 30-   Services at 8:00/10:30 a.m. 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Your prayers are  

requested for the se-

riously and/or chron-

ically ill and for our 

homebound and 

adult care residence 

 members, and rela-

tives and friends:  

 

Helen Brim 

Kathy Davis 

Lillian Fechner 

 Doris Keane 

Donna Miller 

 Virginia Nelk 

Joe Stevens 

Betty Rising 

 

Monday,   

DECEMBER 17, 2018 

 1:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

St. Michael’s  

Fellowship Hall 

Please call 

1-800-733-2767   

Or 

 redcrossblood.org 

to schedule an 

appointment. 

Eucharistic Ministry 

    

As we traveled to the 10:30 service on 11/11/2018, snow was lightly 

floating in the air, however, by the time the three Eucharistic Ministry 

teams proceeded for visits after the service, blue skies were showing. 

As the teams traveled together in one vehicle to the homebound 

members residence, a new found benefit of this ministry was noted - 

conversation with another SML member.    Being in a vehicle for 10-

15 minutes provides some time to "just talk" and share life with an-

other person.  

  

You may ask, what happens during a visit to a homebound member?  

Mary Eileen Wood described the October visit that she did with her 

young friends, Hamid and Rehelah, with these words,  

 

 "We spoke the words remembering the Pastor's blessing of the 

wine and bread, the air in the room became electric and I was im-

mersed in a presence that prickled our skin and brought tears to our 

eyes.  After the member received their communion, we all found our-

selves pausing, looking at each other as if verifying that the others 

feeling were the same thing.  The member wanted to hold hands for 

the closing prayer." 

 

Visits are planned for the second Sunday of every month (December 

9, January 13, February 10).  The EM Volunteers also meet for a up-

date and support meeting every quarter with the next one planned for 

Sunday, December 2 after the 10:30 service.  If this ministry is of in-

terest to you, please speak with one of the Co-Coodinators. 

 

Please keep this new SML Ministry that has now been in place for 2 

months in your prayers  

 

Dorothy Wrase Hares and Christine Jones, 
 Co-Coordinators 
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Food Pantry Needs 

    Food Pantry List 

Soups, dry or canned 

Macaroni, spaghetti 

Rice and Beans, all kinds 

Tuna fish, Spam, stews 

Pork & beans 

kidney  beans 

Tomatoes and spaghetti   

 sauce 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Macaroni and cheese 

Canned vegetables /  

 fruit 

Cereals 

Juice 

Jell-o and desserts 

Special Requests: 

canned fruit 

and vegetables 

pasta sauces 

rice       
   St. Paul’s Food Pantry  

 Is located at  

Brown Memorial Methodist     

Church, 228 Davis St.,  

Syracuse  

 

Open:   

Tues.: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wed.: 10:00 - Noon 

Thank you for your  

continued support ! 

 

Donna Gataletto takes the 

food items collected for the 

month to the Food Pantry on  

a needed basis. 

 

                  CHRISTMAS FOOD PANTRY NEEDS: 

          Boxed  Au Gratin potatoes 

   Instant potatoes 

   Boxed Scalloped  potatoes 

                               jar gravy 

            box stuffing mix 

            Canned vegetables  

              Small Canned hams 

  

                            PICK UP DATE:  DECEMBER  12 

    

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thrivent 500 

We have been notified by Thrivent Financial that St. Paul’s Food 

Pantry has received a check for $500.00 due to your donations of 

over 1300 food items during our drive in October.  On behalf of the 

families we serve I would like to thank all who  contributed.       

Judy Eyer 

Food Pantry Director 
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    Upcoming  Guild  Events: 

 

Altar Guild 

Altar Guild Christmas 

Gathering to be an-

nounced. 

 Ruth McConnelee 

(488-3078) 

Mary Circle  

    Mary Circle will meet on Wednes-

day, Dec. 5 at 9:30 AM in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Each member will please 

bring a dozen cookies to share with 

our morning coffee. We will be writ-

ing Christmas Greetings to our spe-

cial needs members. We will then 

devote the time we have left to our 

Advent Devotion.  

Mary Circle’s January meeting will be 

held on the 2nd Wednesday of the 

month - Jan. 9 - at 9:30 AM in the 

Fellowship Hall. Chris Jones will be 

our Hostess. We will pack up the 

hats, gloves, scarfs and coats left on 

the Christmas Tree for The Center for 

New Americans -  and also conclude 

our Advent Devotion. 

We invite YOU to join us at these 

meetings for coffee, treats and Fel-

lowship. 

Emily Zieres {315-422-7873] 

                                                     

Service Guild 

Service Guild will be meeting on  

Dec. 18 at noon for there Christmas 

party in the Fellowship Hall.   

 

Ann Maxfield (487-1413)    

  Women’s Supported Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              THANK YOU     THANK YOU     THANK YOU 

 

 Thank you for your generous donations. Blanket Sundays 

were a great success again this year. We raised $590.00 for 

Church World Services! This translate into 59 Blankets that 

CWS can send to those in need in the world. These blankets 

will provide them with warmth and shelter. Thank you again 

for your generous response to this effort! 

                St. Michael's Sunday School and W.E.L.C.A. 

  
Mary Circle is once 

again sponsoring the  

Mitten Tree. Please 

decorate the tree with 

your donations of  

mittens, gloves, hats, 

scarves, and coats in 

excellent condition. 

Both adult and  

children's items are needed, All items will be donated to the 

InterFaith Works Center for New Americans.  

 

 Thank you for your gifts that continue the tradition of sharing 

and giving to those in need during the Holiday Season. 

 

                         The Members of Mary Circle 
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Fellowship  And Confirmation Update 

FELLOWSHIP                                                 

2018  Greater Syracuse CROP/Hunger Walk wrap up  

St. Michael's raised      -         $534.00 

Total taken in at the walk     $6,578.00 

Total raised online                $3,765.00 

Thank you to everyone that pledged and Thank you to walkers: 

Jason, Ethan, & Elyse Ryder, Jeff & Ryan Till 

                                 Respectfully,  Caren Paventi 

Confirmation  Service 

 

Crop Walk 

Thank you to walkers Ryan Till, Ethan & Elyse Ryder and their fathers. 

They raised  $534.00 

 

Oktoberfest 

Thank you to our servers that day: 

Amelia Jaworski, Ryan Till, Lily Reighter 

 

Annual Mtg./Ziti Luncheon 

 

We served a delicious Baked Ziti Luncheon following the Congregational Meeting. 

 

Christmas Program 

We will be participating as readers of the Christmas story, telling of the birth of Jesus 

 

SOUPER BOWL     Feb 3 

We will be cooking and serving chili and soup that Sunday 

All proceeds will go to the hungry 

 

Thank you,  

Caren Paventi (430-3824) 
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 Holiday  Cookie Sale 

   

The Women of the ELCA at St. Michael's will 

once again hold a Holiday Cookie Sale on  

Sunday, Dec. 2 after both worship services. We 

are asking for donations of 4 to 5 dozen home-

made cookies ,which should be brought to the 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday Dec. 1 between 10 

AM and noon. Please label your cookies if they 

contain nuts, peanut butter, peanut oil, or any 

other nut product, Proceeds from this year's 

sale will be used as a donation to Blessings in a 

Backpack Food Program at Delaware School in 

Syracuse and the Free Brown Bag Summer 

Lunch Program at The First United Methodist 

Church in Camillus, Blessings in a Back-

pack  provides food on the weekends and 

school breaks for EVERY child at Delaware 

School. The Brown Bag Lunch Program at the First United Methodist Church provides free lunches twice a 

week during the summer in Camillus. 

                We also need volunteers to help set-up for the cookie sale on Saturday and others to keep the 

cookie trays filled on Sunday and then to clean up.   The cookies will be sold for $8.00  for a large  

container and $6.00 for a small one. 

 

Thank you,  

Emily Zieres (315-422-7873) 

 

Library Corner 

Celebrate Advent by reading a book or sharing one with your family!  Advent and Christ-

mas selections from the Adult Library will be displayed on a cart in the Narthex for your 

convenience.  Please feel free to sign out a book from the cart.  Look for the display of  

some beautiful children’s books  in the Children’s  Library, located off the Fellowship 

Hall  in the “elevator room.” 

 

Carol Argus 
Chairperson Library Committee 
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 Tabitha’s Crafters 
 

 

This will be the last time that I write a Tabitha’s Article as its chairperson.   

It’s a pretty well-known fact that since my heart attack/surgery I have many new normals 

and things that I can no longer commit to.  Tabitha’s is one of these things. 

Karen Settembre has agreed to take over Tabitha’s and keep this ministry going.  I know 

she will do a wonderful job.   

I have thoroughly enjoyed leading Tabitha’s for these past 16 years and will continue to 

contribute to this very important outreach.  Over the years we have given literally tens of 

thousands of items to the various charities and organizations that we have supported.  As 

a crafter, it’s a good feeling when you bring a little bit of sunshine to someone with  

nothing expected in return.  This has definitely been the case with Tabitha’s since we  

create things for people who we will probably never meet.  Sharing the gifts of creativity 

that have been God-given in order to make someone else’s day brighter is what Tabitha’s 

is all about. 

Thank you for all of the support that you have given me over the years.  I am very proud of 

what Tabitha’s has accomplished! 

 

Joan Rasi 

SUNDAY FORUM 

MEETS SUNDAY AT 9:15 IN THE LIBRARY 

DROP-INS WELCOME!! 

 

JOIN US TO DISCUSS THE BOOK BY 

PASTOR NADIA BOLZ-WEBER: 

“ACCIDENTAL SAINTS: FINDING GOD IN ALL THE WRONG PEOPLE.” 

Dec. 2 & Dec. 9 — We will finish up the discussion on Chapter 12 and then go back to 

Chapter 11. 

 

We will resume on Jan. 6 and continue this book discussion through January 

Lisa Jeske, Facilitator 
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Christian Outreach 
 

Christian Outreach: 

 

Thank you to everyone who responded with so much love to Tricia's story! We had a 

huuuuuuge amount of things collected and phone calls and text coming in to help. It was 

amazing to see so many of you jump up to say: here's what I can do! Tricia had a stint in 

the hospital so I lost contact for a  couple weeks. I was so happy to hear when her daugh-

ter called and explained where she had been. I dropped off all the items and she was so 

grateful and thankful for everything! She wanted to know how to thank you all so we are 

doing it here! She told me she feels so blessed and even in her situation things have a 

way of working out. She has cancer (hodgekins Lymphoma) and has had three rounds of 

chemo. She is trying to take better care of herself and feels good and strong. She has an 

amazingly strong positive outlook even though it is a struggle for her to make ends meet 

to pay rent and have enough money for food. When I asked how else we could help she 

asked if there were any children or anyone that needs help more than she does. How 

selfless! We plan on keeping in touch and I'll let you know any other needs that come up. 

You all really helped someone that is JUST somehow getting by and stepped in and did 

God's Work to help things have a way of working out for her.  

 

Be on the lookout for more outreach projects like this one coming soon.  

 

~Laura King and Lillian Murray  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                            Confirmation Class Service Report 

 

Crop Walk 

Thank you to walkers Ryan Till, Ethan & Elyse Ryder and their fathers. 

They raised  $534.00 

 

Oktoberfest 

Thank you to our servers that day: 

Amelia Jaworski, Ryan Till, Lily Reighter 

 

Annual Mtg./Ziti Luncheon 

 

We served a delicious Baked Ziti Luncheon following the Congregational Meeting. 

 

Christmas Program 

We will be participating as readers of the Christmas story, telling of the birth of Jesus 

 

SOUPER BOWL     Feb 3 

We will be cooking and serving chili and soup that Sunday 

All proceeds will go to the hungry 

 

We made a total of $424 in profit from the Ziti Luncheon and the Oktoberfest Meal. This money will go 

to support 2 families in the West Genesee School District that are in great need. 
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Congregation Council 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church  

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (E.L.C.A.)  

Upstate New York Synod 

Rev. Paul Dreher-Wiberg, Transitional Pastor  

Cell Phone: 315-420-4543  E-Mail:  pastorpaul@twcny.rr.com 

Allison Evans Henry, Organist/Adult Choir Director 

Paula Hansen, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Kenneth C. Heuermann, Pastor Emeritus 

St. Michael’s Deacons are people who have been trained at the Hartwick Seminary Theological 

Institute sponsored by the Foothills Conference, and are commissioned to perform specific tasks 

within our congregation, as extended volunteer service, without financial reimbursement. 

Christine Jones:     (468-5902) Liturgical Assistant, Health and Wellness Issues  

Caren Paventi:     (484-6257) Liturgical Assistant, Christian Education,Visitation 

Betty Rising:         (487-3932) Liturgical Assistant, Visitation 

Emily Zieres:          (422-7873) Liturgical Assistant, Adult Christian Education 

 

 

                  CONGREGATION COUNCIL 2018 - 2019 

 

President:  Jeff Till (380-8080) 

Vice President:   

Secretary:                       Janet Jaworski (677-7752) 

 

  

Kristine Breault  (468-3469)  Staff Support Liaison 

Bill Hares  (638-1992)  Missions Liaison 

Beth Ann Healy  (254-0350)  Finance Chairperson 

Bill Kunkle  (468-2400)  Property Liaison 

                                     Christian Outreach 

Caren Paventi              (484-6257)   Fellowship 

David Sessler  (488-0688)  Ushering Coordinator 

Rob Smith  (317-3600)            

George Teufel        (685-6109   Mission Endowment Fund Liaison 

Richard Wood  (468-1025)  Stewardship 

Emily Zieres              (422-7873)   

 

Treasurer:   Art Johnson (488-4339)  

Financial Secretary:  Gail Meyer (488-5619) 

 

 

Deacons 

St. Michael’s 

Mission Statement 

 

We believe God calls 

St. Michael’s Lutheran 

Church to be 

 a community of  

Christian faith for all 

people,  

to worship God 

together, 

to nurture growth in the 

Christian faith, 

and to use our  

God-given gifts 

to serve each other, 

our community, 

and our world. 

 

 

 

 

St. Michael’s Trumpet  

 



St. Michael’s Trum-

pet 

 

St. Michael’s Trumpet  

News and Notes                                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Gifts 

Baby BaptismDot Heesemann 

September 30, 2018 

Ernest & Patricia Sulouff 

Fred & Barbara Risser 

 

Traveling Parishioners 

Catching up on travelers over the last sev-

eral months, they have visited: 

 

Plymouth Congregational Church- 

 Syracuse, NY 

 

Trinity-St. Paul’s United Church- 

 Toronto, ON 

Grand Canyon Community Church 

   in the Grand Canyon National Park- 

 Grand Canyon, AZ 

 

Concordia Lutheran Church- 

  

First Lutheran Church- 

             Albany, NY 

Christ Church- 

              Rochester, NY 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church- 

              Bend, OR 
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  Service of Lessons and  Carols 

Sunday, Dec. 16 

10:30 only 

Followed by  

“Happy Birthday Jesus “ Party 

 

 


