
Celebrating  Over 6 Decades of ministry and mission          moving forward in faith 

AN URGENT MESSAGE FROM YOUR COUNCIL PRESIDENT,  

YOUR STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE, AND YOUR PASTOR 

2019 COULD BECOME ST. MICHAEL’S BEST YEAR YET!   (or not)  

If you attended our Annual Meeting last November, you might recall that we 

opened the meeting with a “teaser”” about some new initiatives soon to be 

revealed, initiatives that we are convinced can make all the difference to our 

life and ministry as a congregation. 

We said, “can,” not “will.”   

We believe that these new initiatives, all focused on reaching out in very  

concrete and visible ways to our immediate community, do have the potential 

to turn around the stagnating of our vitality and viability as a congregation by 

refocusing our efforts toward serving our community in the name of Jesus 

Christ! 

We have, of late, enjoyed a bit of a resurgence in numbers and optimism, and 

we celebrate new faces in our midst, more children visible each week, and the 

good feeling these bring, but the fact is that unless some basic changes take 

place we will continue on our downward trend until the day arrives when we 

can no longer maintain what we have, much less move forward in our essen-

tial tasks of proclamation, mission, and ministry.  We have already arrived at 

the point where we cannot see our way to sustaining a fulltime pastor over the 

next five years.  This, in turn, has effectively put the brakes on our ability to 

attract the kind of pastoral leadership we believe we need. 

So, what distinguishes between “can” make all the difference, and “will” make 

all the difference? 

In a word, YOU! 

On Sunday, March 10th after the 10:30 service, we will gather for lunch, and 

for an exciting presentation outlining and explaining these new initiatives in 

detail.  You will see “what’s been cooking” since these exciting new initiatives 

were first proposed by a team created by your Congregational Council back in 

early November.  And you will see, in considerable detail, how YOU are a 

 vital… no, THE VITAL key to our success going forward.  Some leaders for 

these various initiatives have already been recruited, while others still need to 

emerge.  But the success of this grand endeavor will finally rest on the willing-

ness of the people of St. Michael’s to support, embrace, and implement these 

PASTOR’S MESSAGE 

 

February   2019 
 

 

Volume  63      Issue  10 

     Several Points of Interest in 

                       this issue: 

 

*    Financial Update 

*    Sunday School  Schedule 

*    Lenten Schedule 

*    Holiday Projects totals 

“March 10 after 
the 10:30 service, 
we will gather for 
lunch, and for an  
exciting presentation 
outlining and explain-
ing these new initia-
tives in detail.  You 
will see “what’s been 
cooking” since these 
exciting new initia-
tives ” 



 St. Michael’s Trumpet 

Pastor’s Message continued 

exciting new ministries.   

So, mark your calendars for Sunday, March 10th.  If you already have other plans for that day, change 

them if at all possible.  This is not just another church meeting.  This is a defining moment.  We really do 

need everyone on board!   

WILL YOU BE THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “CAN” AND “WILL?”  

We pray that it will be so! 

 

Jeff Till, Congregational Council President 

George Rasi, Stewardship Committee Representative 

Paul Dreher-Wiberg, Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                   

Thank you choir for your Advent and Christmas music. Special thanks 

to our soloists for the Christmas Eve service; Kelton and Devon  

Burnside, violin and piano, Kathryn and Kevin Dimmel, flute and oboe, 

vocal soloists Melanie Philbrick, Steve Carlic, Mary Eileen and Richard 

Wood.   

 

 

 

Consider joining the choir rehearsal for a season.  Rehearsals are 

on Wednesday evenings from 7 until 8:15 PM and at 10 AM before 

worship on Sunday mornings. 

Allison 

Allison Evans Henry 

Organist and Choir Director 

 

 

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

March 10, 2019 

Following 10:30 a.m. Worship 

Catered by Sam and Caren Paventi 

Free-will offering will be received 

 St. Michael’s Trumpet 

Choir  
 

You are invited to the Luncheon 



        St. Michael's Sunday School 2019 Winter Calendar  
 

Students in K through 2nd grade please read out of the Spark Story Bible. 

Students in 3rd - 6th grade please read out of your Spark Bible (verses provided below.) 

 

February 3: Making Valentine’s for homebound church members and members of the church.  

*Please join with your families after the church service for the Souper Bowl of Caring with your choice of 

chili or chicken noodle soup and a free-will donation. Monies received will go to support feeding the  

hungry locally.  

 

February 10: Woman at the Well (John 4:5-42)  

*Valentines Day Party!   

 

February 17: A Storm (Mathew 8:23-27) 

 

 

February 24: Jesus blesses the children (Mark 10:13-16)  

*First Holy Communion for Aliza Sakran, Ava Kmieczak, Evelyn Dimmel,  

Boden Erwin, and Kyla King  

 

March 3: Transfiguration Sunday: The Transfiguration (Mathew 17:1-13)  

 

March 10: Lent Begins: The Day Jesus Died (Mathew 27:27-66) 

Lenten Craft Project  

 

March 17: Jesus Heals Two Blind Men (Mathew 20:29-34)  

 

March 24: Jesus Feeds 5,000 (John 6:1-14) 

 

March 31: The Last Supper (Mathew 26:17-30) and Jesus is Betrayed (Mathew 26:31-75)  

 

 

Sunday School Schedule 
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Could Lent be the Time to De-Clutter? 

 

As we enjoyed our coffee, after a recent 10:30 ser-

vice, we reflected about the past year of our 

lives.  We noted It had been a time to de-clutter our 

homes - because our working responsibilities had 

"retired".  It felt good to have much less "stuff" in our homes - but we quickly recognized that we would 

need to continue the process.  That is when we thought - let's strive to focus on this for a set period of 

time.  It would allow us to encourage each other.  Then we had the thought, " Could we 'give up' stuff dur-

ing Lent?"  The idea started to form.  Before long the question followed, "Would our friends at SML also 

want  to join in this adventure?"  We started to share and listen. 

 

Three goals have been proposed for this idea:  

 

1.  Each week of Lent would have  a unique focus.  Ideas would be shared about de-cluttering a specific 

"item" or "area of a home".   Some of the potential ideas that have been suggested by SML folks:  books, 

cellphones, clothing, eye glasses, food, gardening tools, pharmaceuticals, pet supplies, etc.  

 

2, When we identify the " de-clutter item of the week"   we would simultaneously provide specific infor-

mation about where to donate the item.  The trash and garbage collection system may not always be the 

best discard source, especially if someone could use the item to improve their life.    Then we 

heard,  "Please don't let the church become cluttered with stuff that members themselves could take to 

donation sites in the area." 

 

3.  We recognized that we cannot possibly know if the quality of an item is worthy of donation.  To help 

with this concern,  we thought, "Would members that have this knowledge be willing to volunteer to be 

leaders for specific items.  Why?  They could advise if an item is worth donating.   If it would be easier to 

gather those items at church - we want to be very specific about the items that can be evaluated and 

what day and time a leader(s) will be at SML.  If those items are collected on one day during a specific 

time - perhaps the leader would manage taking them to the appropriate donation center.     

 

If you like this idea and think we should proceed with it  - please let us know in the next couple of 

weeks.  We are asking for members that are willing to be the "Leader" for a specific item or area.  We are 

looking for information about where items can be donated.  If we learn from members that  this is not  an 

idea to proceed with - we understand and will stop planning.    Thank you for letting us share our 

thoughts. 

 

Dorothy Wrase Hares and Christine Jones, 
 Co-Coordinators 

 St. Michael’s Trumpet 

Eucharistic Ministry 



    St. Michael's Sunday School 2019 Winter Calendar (cont.) 
 

April 7:   Reading (Mathew 21:1-11) Palm Sunday Lesson but this is not Palm Sunday. 

*Once again, we will be participating in the Pinwheels for Prevention Campaign this year. Our Sunday 

School and WELCA will join together in selling pinwheels to place outside the church in support of Child 

Abuse Awareness month throughout April. Please arrive at 10:15 a.m. to help sell in the Narthex and 

please stay after to help sell and plant the Pinwheels outside.  

 

April 14: The Empty Tomb (Mathew 28:1-10)  

*Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast: Please join us for a pancake breakfast served by the Confirmation 

Class in the Fellowship Hall.  (More details to come)  

*Please arrive at 10:15 a.m. in the Narthex for the Palm Sunday Procession.  

*Easter Egg Hunt! Siblings in the nursery are welcome to join us!  

 

April 21: Easter Sunday. 

* No Sunday School or Nursery. Please join us and with your families at the 10:30 a.m. worship service.  

 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or suggestions!  

 

Thank you, 

 

 Laura King  

(Co-Sunday School Director)  

(315) 380-7325  

LauraKing77@gmail.com     

 YEAR ORANGE  
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Your prayers are  

requested for the se-

riously and/or chron-

ically ill and for our 

homebound and 

adult care residence 

 members, and rela-

tives and friends:  

 

Helen Brim 

Kathy Davis 

Lillian Fechner 

 Doris Keane 

Donna Miller 

 Virginia Nelk 

Betty Rising 

 

Monday,   

FEBRUARY 18 , 2018 

 1:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

St. Michael’s  

Fellowship Hall 

Please call 

1-800-733-2767   

Or 

 redcrossblood.org 

to schedule an 

appointment. 

Upcoming Women’s Event 
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Food Pantry Needs 

    Food Pantry List 

Soups, dry or canned 

Macaroni, spaghetti 

Rice and Beans, all kinds 

Tuna fish, Spam, stews 

Pork & beans 

kidney  beans 

Tomatoes and spaghetti   

 sauce 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Macaroni and cheese 

Canned vegetables /  

 fruit 

Cereals 

Juice 

Jell-o and desserts 

Special Requests: 

canned fruit 

and vegetables 

pasta sauces 

rice       
   St. Paul’s Food Pantry  

 Is located at  

Brown Memorial Methodist     

Church, 228 Davis St.,  

Syracuse  

 

Open:   

Tues.: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wed.: 10:00 - Noon 

Thank you for your  

continued support ! 

 

Donna Gataletto takes the 

food items collected for the 

month to the Food Pantry on  

a needed basis. 

 

  
 
 I would like to wish everyone at St. Michael’s a very Happy and 

Healthy New Year! Thank you again for your generous giving to St. 

Paul’s Food Pantry over the past few months. In moving forward, I 

wanted to let you know I plan to deliver our collected food to Brown 

Memorial on Wednesday, February 13. 

 

Thanks again! 

Donna Gataletto 

  

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.       

 

“Souper Bowl” Sunday 

        February 3– Free-will Offering 
 

Confirmation Class will be helping to make and serve soup 

in participation with the national program  “Souper Bowl” 

Sunday that is on the same Sunday as the Super Bowl.  It is a 

fund raiser that brings awareness to hunger and the needs of 

the local community. All money that is raised stays in the 

community. Mark your calendar for that Sunday and join us 

for a bowl of soup. All profits will go to St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Food Pantry in Syracuse and The Camillus Community Food 

Pantry at St. Joseph’s.  
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    Upcoming  Guild  Events: 

 

Altar Guild 

See Altar Guild in the 

back of Trumpet. 

 

Ruth McConnelee 

(488-3078) 

 

Mary Circle  

Mary Circle will meet on Wednesday, 

Feb.6, at 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall. Emily Zieres will be our Hostess. 

We will send Valentine’s cards to our 

college students. 

 

We would be very happy to have you 

join us for coffee, cake, and fellow-

ship 

Emily Zieres (315-422-7873} 

 

                                                     

Service Guild 

Service Guild will be meeting on  

February 18(Tuesday) in the Fellow-

ship Hall at noon. All women are 

welcome to bring a sandwich. Jan 

Kunkle will provide dessert and  

devotions. 

 

 

Ann Maxfield (487-1413)    

 

 

 

  Women’s Supported Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Circle wishes to thank all who donated winter 

wear for our Mitten Tree this past Holiday Season. 

We packed everything up at our January meeting 

and Dick Wood kindly delivered your donations to 

the InterFaith Works Center for New Americans.  

 

Here is a tally of all that was sent: 

 

16 scarfs 

44 hats 

35 pairs of gloves 

1 headband 

2 kids jackets 

1 pair of boots 

1 set of headband with gloves 

2 sets of hats and gloves 

Miscellaneous hand soaps and lotions. 

 

Once again, we wish to thank you all for your gifts of 

warmth for those in need this winter. 

                                Sincerely, 

                                Mary Circle 
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Fellowship   

 

 

WOW!  December seemed to fly by and here we 

are into the new year. 

 

First, I would like to thank Mrs. King who helped 

me coordinate the children's cookie decorating 

party that took place during the annual baked 

cookie sale.  I saw a lot of awesome  

decorated cookies and hope that the children had 

a lot of fun. 

 

Next up was "The Chocolate Extravaganza".  Thank you to everyone that came downstairs 

to get their fill of chocolate for a year, and to Pat Zalewski, Mary Eileen Wood, Linda  

Seeland, Jeanne Burnside and Tina Brewer for their chocolate contributions.  Hope  

everyone enjoyed it.  Please let me know.  It could become an annual event. 

 

What's up next?  Join us for a little HEART TO 

HEART  on Feb 10! 

 

And after that -- St. Pat's Day just happens to fall 

on a Sunday this year, so stay tuned for  

another great Sunday. 

 

We can always use more volunteers to help serve 

a Sunday at Coffee Hour. Sign- up in the Fellow-

ship Hall. 

                                                              

Running on Grace, 

                                                                  

Caren Paventi (430-3824) 

Fellowship Committee Chairperson 
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 Holiday  Cookie Sale Report 

               HOLIDAY COOKIE SALE 

A Sincere "Thank-You" to all who helped 

to make our annual Cookie Sale a  

Success!  To all who Baked and made 

Chocolates and Hot Pepper Jam and to 

all who Bought!  To all who helped to Set 

up and Clean up and Sell– Your Help and 

Time and Donations are very much  

Appreciated!  

We were able to raise $498.00. This 

money was divided evenly between the 

Blessings in a Backpack Food Program 

at Delaware School in Syracuse and the 

Free Brown Bag Summer Lunch Program 

at the First United Methodist Church in Camillus. Your generosity to those in need close to 

home is  truly a blessing. 

St. Michael's Women of the ELCA 

 

Thank you,  

Emily Zieres (315-422-7873) 

 

SUNDAY FORUM 

MEETS SUNDAY AT 9:15 IN THE LIBRARY 

DROP-INS WELCOME!! 

 

JOIN US TO DISCUSS THE BOOK BY 

PASTOR NADIA BOLZ-WEBER: 

“ACCIDENTAL SAINTS: FINDING GOD IN ALL THE WRONG PEOPLE.” 

 

We continue this book discussion. 

Lisa Jeske, Facilitator 
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 Tabitha’s Crafters 
 

 For those of you who knit, crochet, sew, quilt:  we continue to collect these items for  

donation to local agencies:  Please note the specifications.  

  

Lap Robes - crochet, knit, quilted, 40”x 40”, or 40”x 60”, no fringe.  

● Baby Blankets - crochet, knit, quilted, 36”x 36”  

●Honor Flight Quilts - patriotic theme quilts for veterans on honor flights to Washington, 

DC - 40” x 60”  

● Preemie Hats - knit or crochet  

● Baby Items - sweaters and hats - knit or crochet  

● Seafarers Scarves - knit - pattern on table in fellowship hall.  

  

We have knitting needles of all sizes. Please check our supply before buying!! Please 

check out the yarns in our closet - use a variety of colors together.  

  

We have three bolts of fabric suitable for baby quilts. Keep designs simple. May use fleece 

or flannel for backing.  

  

Yarn donations accepted - worsted weight 

only - no specialty yarns.  

  

Would any of you like to meet and work 

together?? Would someone like to help 

me deliver items?  Do you have ideas for 

new projects? Questions?? Call me.  

  

Karen Settembre  

Tabitha's Crafters Coordinator  

315-488-0537   
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Ash Wednesday and Lenten Schedule 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

       Lenten Season Schedule 2019 
 

Ash Wednesday – March 6 
Imposition of Ashes at both 2:00 & 7:00 p.m. service 

 
WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

   Lenten 1 – March 13 
    Lenten 2 – March 20 
    Lenten 3–  March 27 

Lenten 4–  April 3              
  Lenten 5–  April 10 

 
 
                         
 
 
 

Suppers 6:00-6:30 p.m.  
Sit and chat until 7:00 p.m.                  

 
       Vesper Service – 7:00 p.m. 

    “Holden Evening Prayer” 
 

 Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 p.m. 
 

    HOLY WEEK 
Sunday of the Passion – April 14 

       Pancake Breakfast 
   Seder Meal- April 17 

          Maundy Thursday – April 18 
 Good Friday – April 19 
        Easter Sunday  - April 21 

 
 



 

40th Annual 

Central Crossroads Conference 

Volleyball Marathon 

Friday, March 8-9, 2019  

  

Join youth from across the conference for a fun night of Volleyball in support of our local 

ministries and Lutheran Charities. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registration at 6:30 PM at  

SU Flanagan Gymnasium 

  

Open to all youth and their guests in the  

Central Crossroads Conference 

7th thru 12th Grade 

(College Students can be coaches) 

Registration  

$25 per Church Congregation (includes 2 adults) 

$15 per youth registration 

$10 per college team leader 

$10 per adult registration 
 

                             Registrations due: Feb 10.   Speak with Jeff Till. 
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Annual Youth Volleyball Event 
 



     

 

Congregation Council 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church  

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (E.L.C.A.)  

Upstate New York Synod 

Rev. Paul Dreher-Wiberg, Transitional Pastor  

Cell Phone: 315-420-4543  E-Mail:  pastorpaul@twcny.rr.com 

Allison Evans Henry, Organist/Adult Choir Director 

Paula Hansen, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Kenneth C. Heuermann, Pastor Emeritus 

St. Michael’s Deacons are people who have been trained at the Hartwick Seminary Theological 

Institute sponsored by the Foothills Conference, and are commissioned to perform specific tasks 

within our congregation, as extended volunteer service, without financial reimbursement. 

Christine Jones:     (468-5902) Liturgical Assistant, Health and Wellness Issues  

Caren Paventi:     (484-6257) Liturgical Assistant, Christian Education,Visitation 

Betty Rising:         (487-3932) Liturgical Assistant, Visitation 

Emily Zieres:          (422-7873) Liturgical Assistant, Adult Christian Education 

 

 

                  CONGREGATION COUNCIL 2018 - 2019 

 

President:  Jeff Till (380-8080) 

Vice President:   

Secretary:                       Janet Jaworski (677-7752) 

 

  

Kristine Breault  (468-3469)  Staff Support Liaison 

Bill Hares  (638-1992)  Missions Liaison 

Beth Ann Healy  (254-0350)  Finance Chairperson 

Bill Kunkle  (468-2400)  Property Liaison 

                                     Christian Outreach 

Caren Paventi              (484-6257)   Fellowship 

David Sessler  (488-0688)  Ushering Coordinator 

Rob Smith  (317-3600)            

George Teufel        (685-6109   Mission Endowment Fund Liaison 

Richard Wood  (468-1025)  Stewardship 

Emily Zieres              (422-7873)   

 

Treasurer:   Art Johnson (488-4339)  

Financial Secretary:  Gail Meyer (488-5619) 

 

 

Deacons 

St. Michael’s 

Mission Statement 

 

We believe God calls 

St. Michael’s Lutheran 

Church to be 

 a community of  

Christian faith for all 

people,  

to worship God 

together, 

to nurture growth in the 

Christian faith, 

and to use our  

God-given gifts 

to serve each other, 

our community, 

and our world. 
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St. Michael’s Trum-

pet 

St. Michael’s Trumpet  

News and Notes                                                

 

 

Ann & Howard Reichert 

804 Birdsong Way 

Fort Hill, SC  29715 

Phone: 803-343-9630 

Volleyball Marathon 

 

 

New Address 

55th Wedding Anniversary 

Fay and I want to give our thanks and love 

to Pastor Ken. On Dec 21 we celebrated 

our 55th anniversary. Thank you to Pastor 

Ken for all the years of love and service. 

 

 Our love and prayers to you, 

 

Fay and David Sessler 

Jessica & Adnen Sauve-Sayed 

148 Burlwood Dr. 

Greer, SC  29651 

Church Office will be closed  

February 18  

in honor of President’s Day 

The Central 

Crossroads 

Conference of 

the Upstate 

NY Synod  

Volleyball 

Marathon will 

be March  

8 - 9.  Youth 

save the 

dates.  This is 

the annual 

event that 

raises money 

for many  

important causes. 
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Souper Bowl of Caring 

Feb. 3 

Soup Luncheon 

following 10:30  

Worship Service 

 

 

 


