
Celebrating  Over 6 Decades of ministry and mission          moving forward in faith 

Back when I was a seminary student at Bangor Theological Seminary up in 

Maine, we had a closed circuit TV Station for the seminary community.  Of all 

the shows produced, I remember one in particular.  Actually, I only remember 

the closing comment on the weekly community news show the first week in 

November.  Our resident student news anchor closed the show with these 

words, “Remember that tomorrow is Election Day.  Everyone is urged to vote.  

Those who do not vote are urged not to complain later!” 

Each time Election Day comes around, it stimulates conversations about the 

relationship between religion and politics in our nation.  A common theme, 

based on a misconception, is that the First Amendment’s anti-establishment 

clause means that “churches should not be political.”  This is both true and 

not true. 

It is true (and backed by law) that churches should not engage in PARTISAN 

politics.  Churches that endorse specific parties or candidates place their tax-

exempt status at risk, though many churches manage to get around that  

prohibition. 

What is NOT true is that churches should be silent on political issues.  The 

First Amendment’s prohibition is that the State must not establish a state  

religion, nor interfere with its citizens’ free exercise of the religion of their 

choice.  A part of that free exercise is that churches and people are forever 

free to advocate on social issues based on their religious convictions without 

hindrance or pressure from government.  That is why many conservative 

churches are able to publish their “voter guides.”  They are free to advocate 

their positions on issues, so long as they do not name candidates or parties, 

even though the connections are often obvious. 

It is also worth mentioning that individuals, including clergy, are always free to 

advocate both for issues AND parties or candidates, so long as they do not do 

the latter on behalf of their churches, at religious gatherings, or in church pub-

lications.   

November 6th is election day.  Many have said, and I believe rightly, that it will 

be among the most critical election days in recent history, given the divisive-

ness of our current political climate.  Those who are happy with our current 

situation are advocating for the political status quo, while those who are un-

happy with our current situation are advocating for change as a way to “put 

the brakes” on current policies and actions. 
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“I believe that it is the sacred 

duty of Christians to vote!  

Voting is the fundamental 

way that we can influence the 

direction of our national poli-

cies, policies that directly af-

fect those for whom we are 

called to advocate.  In the 

Bible, we are admonished to 

act on behalf of the widows 

and orphans, and to deal 

favorably with the strangers 

in our midst.  These were the 

people who had no social 

standing, and who were often 

neglected, forgotten, or  

exploited.  “ 
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Pastor’s Message continued 

Here is what it comes down to.  I believe that it is the sacred duty of Christians to vote!  Voting is the 

fundamental way that we can influence the direction of our national policies, policies that directly affect 

those for whom we are called to advocate.  In the Bible, we are admonished to act on behalf of the wid-

ows and orphans, and to deal favorably with the strangers in our midst.  These were the people who 

had no social standing, and who were often neglected, forgotten, or exploited.   

Translated into our own time and culture then, we must ask ourselves who are the people who are  

neglected, the forgotten, and the exploited?  In my mind, they are refugees, racial and ethnic minorities, 

LGBTQ folks, the elderly, the disabled… and you can complete the list for yourself.   

These are todays “widows and orphans,” for whom we, as Christians are called to advocate, and one of 

the most effective methods for advocacy at our disposal is the ballot. 

And so, on November 6th, I urge you to vote!  It is your sacred duty as a citizen and as a Christian.  And I 

urge you to vote your Christian faith.   

Today’s version of “widows and orphans” are counting on you.  The direction of our nation hangs in the 

balance. 

 

Pastor Paul 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone! 

 

But, before we get to the turkey, stuffing (or as some people errantly call it, dressing), mashed potatoes, 

cranberry sauce, etc. etc., I’d like to remind you that we have our Annual Congregational Meeting the 

Sunday prior to Thanksgiving Day, November 18.  Please plan to attend this extremely important part of 

our church lives. 

 

This meeting will involve discussions centered around our 2019 budget and perhaps beyond, steward-

ship, pastoral leadership, and our future in general.  Everybody’s voice is important as we seek a new 

path forward. 

 

God Bless You All and see you on the 18th. 

Jeff 

Jeff Till (380-8080) 

Congregation Council President 

 

 

Council Update 



                                                  Sunday School! 

Special Dates:  

Oktoberfest: October 28th come enjoy a special luncheon after service. There will be pumpkin "picking" 

and painting from our garden for the kids! 

We will be having a Halloween party during sunday school time. (No costumes just fun.) 

Blanket Sundays: October 28th and November 4th. Please have your child arrive 15 minutes early and 

stay 15 minutes after service in the Narthex to help sell blankets. 

Annual Congregational meeting/spaghetti luncheon: November 18th after the service which will be at 

9:30. Please plan on attending! There will be a spaghetti Luncheon after the meeting. Please contact me 

if you would like child care so I can arrange for the kids to spend some time together before the lunch-

eon. We WILL have Sunday School during the 9:30 service and will be making a special craft. 

Movie night: Friday November 30th 5:00pm-7:30pm. Pizza party and movie night viewing of The Star in 

the youth room.  

Cookie Decorating: December 2nd during coffee hour and the cookie sale Mrs. Paventi will be decorating 

cookies with the kids!  

Christmas Pageant: Rehearsals during Sunday School time on December 2nd and December 9th. Please 

arrive at 9:00AM on December 16th the day of the pageant. The pageant service begins at 10:30am. 

Pizza party after the service and of course cake! Happy Birthday Jesus. *Please note this date is a 

change from the date in your Sunday School schedule.  

Looking forward to a festive fall and holiday season with the kids! 

~Laura King  

Christian Outreach: 

Thank you to everyone who responded with so much love to Tricia's story! We had a huuuuuuge amount 

of things collected and phone calls and text coming in to help. It was amazing to see so many of you 

jump up to say: here's what I can do! Tricia had a stint in the hospital so I lost contact for a  couple 

weeks. I was so happy to hear when her daughter called and explained where she had been. I dropped 

off all the items and she was so grateful and thankful for everything! She wanted to know how to thank 

you all so we are doing it here! She told me she feels so blessed and even in her situation things have a 

way of working out. She has cancer (Hodgkin's Lymphoma) and has had three rounds of chemo. She is 

trying to take better care of herself and feels good and strong. She has an amazingly strong positive  

outlook even though it is a struggle for her to make ends meet to pay rent and have enough money for 

food. When I asked how else we could help she asked if there were any children or anyone that needs 

help more than she does. How selfless! We plan on keeping in touch and I'll let you know any other 

needs that come up. You all really helped someone that is 

JUST somehow getting by and stepped in and did God's Work 

to help things have a way of working out for her.  

Be on the lookout for more outreach projects like this one 

coming soon.  

~Laura King and Lillian Murray  
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Christian Education 
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Library Corner 

Library Corner 

Do you know that our Church Library, located at the end of the hall in the educational 

wing, has more than reference material?  Check out our selection of biography,  

inspirational, devotional, history, travel, music, art, Biblical fiction, self-help, as well as 

books interpreting all or parts of the Bible, sets of commentaries, history of the Christian 

church, other religions and more. 

You are welcome to borrow books anytime the church is open.  The library is available on 

Sundays from 10:00-10:30 or during regular Church Office Hours.  Check out is very sim-

ple.  Remove the card from the pocket in the back cover, sign your name and leave the 

card on the corner table! 

Can’t find what you are looking for?  Anyone on the library committee would be glad to 

help you.   Committee:  Carol Argus, Jan Kunkle, Nancy Kemp, Ann Maxfield, Lucille 

Teufel. 

Carol Argus, 469-4995 

As we walked out of church on October 14th,  all of us were greeted with a beautiful  

autumn day - blue sky, colorful leaves and a comfortable temperature.  It was a perfect 

day to start our new Eucharistic Ministry program,  which was designed to see members 

of  St. Michael's Lutheran that are homebound due to medical or mobility limita-

tions.   Four Eucharistic Minister teams traveled to visit six members right after the 10:30 

service.  Two of the teams were further enriched with young children or teens joining 

them.  The Prayer of the Day and the Gospel were read, prayers were said, the Eucha-

rist was offered, and the news of our church was shared.  Many smiles were seen and ap-

preciation was expressed.   You might want to ask these team members to share their 

thoughts about their experience:  Carol Argus, Elaine Cook, Anita Dietz, Linda See-

land,  Pat Zalewski and Mary Eileen and Richard Wood.  Visits are planned for the second 

Sunday of every month (November 11, December 9).    If this ministry is of interest to you, 

please speak with one of the Co-Coordinators - Christine Jones or Dorothy Wrase Hares.     

 

Please keep this new SML Ministry in your prayers. 

 

Dorothy Wrase Hares and Christine Jones 

Eucharistic Ministry (EM) Plan Moves to Action 



November 4- We will be making Christmas Cards for our US Service Men and Women. Second Blanket Sun-

day: Please have your child arrive 15 minutes early and stay 15 minutes after service in the Narthex to 

help sell Church World Service blankets for those in need. 

November 11– Jonah and the Big Fish (Jonah 1-4) 

November 18 – Craft Day!  Ziti Luncheon after service and Annual Congregational Meeting. Please stay for 

the meeting. Child care will be provided if you contact Laura King to let her know that you need it. 

 

November 25 –  Church Day- Plan to attend church with your family. Please help your child follow along in 

the bulletin to understand the different parts of the service. Read at home: A Child Called Immanuel (Isaiah 

7:10-17)  

 

FRIDAY! November 30 - Movie Night and Pizza Party in the Youth Room. “The Star”- 5:00 pm - 7:30pm.  

 

*December 2 – Angels Visit (Mathew 1:18-25) Practice and assign parts and costumes for Annual Christ-

mas Pageant. Annual Cookie Exchange/Sale. Bake and bring cookies to exchange during Coffee Hour or 

just buy them! Proceeds go to a charity cause. There will be cookie decorating for the kids while the sale is 

going on. 

 

*December 9 – Jesus is Born (Luke 2:1-20) Practice for Christmas Pageant.  

 

December 16 — 9:00 AM Pageant practice in the sanctuary. Pageant service begins at 10:30. Pizza party 

after the service! And of course, cake!  Happy Birthday Jesus!  One Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. only. 

 

 

Sunday School and Nursery resume in 2019 on January 13 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or suggestions!  

Thank you,  

 

Laura King  

(Co-Sunday School Director)  

(315) 380-7325  

LauraKing77@gmail.com            

YEAR ORANGE 

Sunday School Schedule 
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PRAYER  REQUESTS 

Your prayers are  

requested for the se-

riously and/or chron-

ically ill and for our 

homebound and 

adult care residence 

 members, and rela-

tives and friends:  

 

Helen Brim 

Kathy Davis 

Lillian Fechner 

 Doris Keane 

Donna Miller 

 Virginia Nelk 

Joe Stevens 

Betty Rising 

 

Monday,   

DECEMBER 17, 2018 

 1:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

St. Michael’s  

Fellowship Hall 

Please call 

1-800-733-2767   

Or 

 redcrossblood.org 

to schedule an 

appointment. 

Lutheran Homes at Clinton Christmas Donations 

 

        LUTHERAN CARE CHRISTMAS PARTY  DONATIONS 

The Lutheran Care Homes at Clinton would appreciate any 

of the following unwrapped gifts for their residents for 

Christmas:   

 

 Personal care items such as unopened boxes of  

     tissues, hand cream and hairbrushes 

     shower gel, body spray 

           Jewelry 

 Books, both large print and audio 

 Crossword and Word-find puzzles in large print. 

 Afghans, throws and comforters 

 Large-piece jigsaw puzzles 

 Slippers, slipper socks and lap robes 

 Artwork and tote bags for walkers 

 Calendars, room decorations and wall hangings 

 Button-down or zipper-front cardigans, both male  

           and female 

 

Deadline date Wed., Nov. 14– Please place them in the 

plastic bin in the Fellowship Hall marked “Clinton Homes.”  

Thank you and may God bless you for your kindness. Be 

assured that these simple gifts will long be remembered 

and treasured by all whom they touch. 

Karen Anne Ostinett  

Executive Director 

 

 Karen Settembre has 

graciously offered to 

take them to Clinton 

Home on Nov. 14. 
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500 Item Challenge 

    Food Pantry List 

Soups, dry or canned 

Macaroni, spaghetti 

Rice and Beans, all kinds 

Tuna fish, Spam, stews 

Pork & beans, kidney 

 beans 

Tomatoes and spaghetti   

 sauce 

Peanut butter and jelly 

Macaroni and cheese 

Canned vegetables /  

 fruit 

Cereals 

Juice 

Jell-o and desserts 

Special Requests: 

canned fruit 

and vegetables 

pasta sauces 

rice       
   St. Paul’s Food Pantry  

 Is located at  

Brown Memorial Methodist     

Church, 228 Davis St.,  

Syracuse  

 

Open:   

Tues.: 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

Wed.: 10:00 - Noon 

Thank you for your  

continued support ! 

 

Donna Gataletto takes the 

food items collected for the 

month to the Food Pantry on  

a needed basis. 

 

                 

             
 

 

 

 

 
 

SPECIAL FOOD DRIVE– THANK YOU 

For St. Paul’s Food Pantry 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 

 

 
Thank you for your generous giving to  

 help St. Paul’s meet the   

Thrivent challenge. They were thrilled to receive so much food! 

Donna Gataletto - Pantry Coordinator 

 

THANKSGIVING NEEDS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anything related to a Thanksgiving dinner- 

 box stuffing, cranberry sauce, veggies,  

box potatoes, green beans, corn, etc.  

PICK UP– NOVEMBER 14. 

 

http://links.members.thrivent.com/ctt?kn=6&ms=MTQwMzU0NTES1&r=MjE5OTQ0MjE0NDIyS0&b=0&j=MTQ2MDg2MDY1NQS2&mt=1&rt=0
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    Upcoming  Guild  Events: 

 

Altar Guild 

Altar Guild will be 

meeting on Nov. 4, at 

9:30 a.m. at the home 

of Anita Dietz. 

 

 Ruth McConnelee (488-3078) 

 

 

Mary Circle  

    Mary Circle will meet on Wednes-

day, Nov.7, at 9:30 AM in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Sue Schiller will be our 

Hostess. Please join us for  

coffee, cake and Fellowship as we 

plan ahead for the Holidays. 

 

                                                      

 Emily Zieres (422-7873) 

 

 

Service Guild 

Service Guild will be meeting Novem-

ber 20 at noon in the fellowship hall. 

Refreshments will be provided by Ti-

na Brewer and Betty Rising will do 

devotions. Bring a sandwich and join 

us. 

 

 

Ann Maxfield (487-1413) 

  

 

 

  

  Women’s Supported Events 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Circle will once again 

sponsor the Mitten Tree. 

Please decorate the  tree with 

your donations of mittens, 

gloves, hats, scarves, and 

coats in excellent condition. 

Both adult and children's 

items are needed, All items 

will be donated to  the Inter-

Faith Works Center for New 

Americans. Watch for the tree 

in the Fellowship Hall early in November. 

 Thank you for your gifts that continue the tradition of sharing 

and giving to those in need during the Holiday Season. 

 

                      The Members of Mary Circle 

   

   Blanket Sunday - November 4 

 

Sunday Nov.4 will be your last chance to purchase a blanket 

for Church World Services this year. Your Contribution means 

CWS will be able to help folks around the world, including 

right here in America, recover from disasters and rebuild 

their lives. The cost of a blanket has gone up to $10.00 this 

year, but anything you can donate will be much appreciated, 

Please stop by the table in the Narthex after either service on 

Sunday, Nov,4 and someone from WELCA  and/or Sunday 

School will be happy to help you!   

 

         PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK 

OUT TO: 

         CHURCH WORLD SERVICE 
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 Holiday  Cookie Sale 

   

The Women of the ELCA at St. Michael's will 

once again hold a Holiday Cookie Sale on Sun-

day, Dec. 2 after both worship services. We are 

asking for donations of 4 to 5 dozen home-

made cookies ,which should be brought to the 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday Dec. 1 between 10 

AM and noon. Please label your cookies if they 

contain nuts, peanut butter, peanut oil, or any 

other nut product, Proceeds from this year's 

sale will be used as a donation to Blessings in a 

Backpack Food Program at Delaware School in 

Syracuse and the Free Brown Bag Summer 

Lunch Program at The First United Methodist 

Church in Camillus, Blessings in a Back-

pack  provides food on the weekends and 

school breaks for EVERY child at Delaware 

School. The Brown Bag Lunch Program at the First United Methodist Church provides free lunches twice a 

week during the summer in Camillus. 

                We also need volunteers to help set-up for the cookie sale on Saturday and others to keep the 

cookie trays filled on Sunday and then to clean up.  Watch for sign up sheets in the Narthex and Fellow-

ship Hall for bakers, set up, sellers, and clean-up. Please sign up to bake and help with this sale by Sun-

day, Nov. 25th. The cookies will be sold for $8.00  for a large container and $6.00 for a small one. 

 

Thank you,  

Emily Zieres (315-422-7873) 

  NOVEMBER 18  

ONE WORSHIP SERVICE AT 9:30 A.M 

SUNDAY SCHOOL— 9:30 A.M. 

9:00 A.M. Choir Warm-Up 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

FOLLOWING WORSHIP SERVICE 

Coffee and Treats  Available 

Child Care Available 

ANNUAL BAKED ZITI LUNCHEON 

will follow the meeting. 

Served by our Confirmation Class.    

Free-will offering will be received. 
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 Tabitha’s Crafters 
 

. 

We received a very nice note from Seafarer’s International thanking us for the latest shipment of  

Seafarer Scarves and Mariner Scarves.   This is such a worthwhile ministry bringing a much needed lift of 

spirits to the seafarers who find themselves on board their ships for Christmas.  These seafarers come  

from over 150 nations and are the men and women who deliver, to our ports, the items we  

purchase and use every day.  Due to ICE laws, especially the newer more rigid laws, many of these  

people are no longer granted shore leave and for the few who are granted leave, once they come ashore 

there is no transportation for them to go anywhere.  The Seafarer International workers are  

allowed to board the ships and visit with the seafarers, and for those who are granted shore leave,  

provide transportation.  Each seafarer, regardless of religion or nationality, is given a package 

containing knitted or crocheted hats, socks, or scarves, toiletries, candy, nuts, stationery, as well as oth-

er donated items, all which shows them that there are those in our country who care.  We can be proud 

of our involvement in this project! 

We continue to collect your hand made items for distribution to the charities that we support.  We have 

quite an assortment of children’s hats with attached scarves that will be sent along with the mittens 

from the annual Christmas mitten tree collection.   

Joan Rasi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

The Church Office will be closed 

on  

November  12 in observance of 

Veterans’ Day.  November 4  Daylight Savings Time Ends 

SUNDAY FORUM 

MEETS SUNDAY AT 9:15 IN THE LlBRARY 

DROP -INS WELCOME!! 

 

JOIN US TO DISCUSS THE BOOK FROM PASTOR NADIA BOLZ-WEBER: 

ACCIDENTAL SAINTS: FINDING GOD IN ALL THE WRONG PEOPLE. 
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  Committee Fair 
 

COMMITTEE FAIR 
 

You are invited to attend the Committee Fair on  

Sunday, November 4, following the 10:30 a.m. service in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All of St. Michael’s Committees and organizations will be  

represented. Have you wanted to be involved in a ministry at St. Michael’s but did not know 

where to start?  

 

We would invite you to view all the choices that are  

available for involvement at St. Michael’s.  Please sign-up for a group that has your interest.  

There will be someone at each table to answer your questions and to help you get started. 

 

There will be pizza provided for everyone. 

 

On Nov. 4, take some time and view the amazing amount of  

talent that we have at St. Michael’s. 

Questions? Speak with Kristine Breault, 468-3469. 



 
 

. 
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Sacrament of Baptism  
 

               Aliza Joy Sakran was baptized on Sept. 30, 2018.  

                           She is the daughter of Jennifer Sakran.  

                                           ALL SAINTS SUNDAY -NOV. 4 

To celebrate All Saints Sunday and to remember friends and loved ones who have passed 

away, we're inviting folks to set up small memorials on tables in the Narthex. 

Your remembrance can be anything -- a baseball glove for someone who enjoyed the game, a photo, a 

painting, a letter, whatever you want to add. The idea is to have them on display as folks enter the church 

for worship on Nov. 4. 

The Narthex will be open 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 3 and before worship on Sunday to place remem-

brances. If you can't make it then but want to participate, drop me a note and I'll set up your remembrance 

for you. 

Steve Carlic (wrensden@twcny.rr.com) 



     

 

Congregation Council 

St. Michael’s Lutheran Church  

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (E.L.C.A.)  

Upstate New York Synod 

Rev. Paul Dreher-Wiberg, Transitional Pastor  

Cell Phone: 315-420-4543  E-Mail:  pastorpaul@twcny.rr.com 

Allison Evans Henry, Organist/Adult Choir Director 

Paula Hansen, Church Office Secretary 

Rev. Kenneth C. Heuermann, Pastor Emeritus 

St. Michael’s Deacons are people who have been trained at the Hartwick Seminary Theological 

Institute sponsored by the Foothills Conference, and are commissioned to perform specific tasks 

within our congregation, as extended volunteer service, without financial reimbursement. 

Christine Jones:     (468-5902) Liturgical Assistant, Health and Wellness Issues  

Caren Paventi:     (484-6257) Liturgical Assistant, Christian Education,Visitation 

Betty Rising:         (487-3932) Liturgical Assistant, Visitation 

Emily Zieres:          (422-7873) Liturgical Assistant, Adult Christian Education 

 

 

                  CONGREGATION COUNCIL 2018 

 

President:  Jeff Till (380-8080) 

Vice President:   

Secretary:                       Janet Jaworski (677-7752) 

 

  

Kristine Breault  (468-3469)  Staff Support Liaison 

Bill Hares  (638-1992)  Missions Liaison 

Beth Ann Healy  (254-0350)  Finance Chairperson 

Bill Kunkle  (468-2400)  Property Liaison 

Lillian Murray   (487-3704)  Christian Outreach 

David Sessler  (488-0688)  Ushering Coordinator 

Rob Smith  (317-3600)            

George Teufel        (685-6109   Mission Endowment Fund Liaison 

Richard Wood  (468-1025)  Stewardship 

Emily Zieres              (422-7873)  Evangelism 

 

 

Treasurer:   Art Johnson (488-4339)  

Financial Secretary:  Gail Meyer (488-5619) 

 

 

Deacons 

St. Michael’s 

Mission Statement 

 

We believe God calls 

St. Michael’s Lutheran 

Church to be 

 a community of  

Christian faith for all 

people,  

to worship God 

together, 

to nurture growth in the 

Christian faith, 

and to use our  

God-given gifts 

to serve each other, 

our community, 

and our world. 
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pet 
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Memorial Gifts 

Duane & Karleen Preske 

Paul Wenham 

Nanette Santoro 

Tracy & Steven Windhausen 

John Schad 

Kathy & Norm Arnold 

Richard & Kristine Chicallo 

 

Ruth Coe 
December 22, 1927 - June 24, 2018 

VOTE  NOVEMER  6 

6:00 A.M. - 9:00 P.M. 

Dot Heesemann 

September 30, 2018 

Chuck & Nancy Kemp 

Betty Rising 

Kathy Tice 

Lillian Murray 

Art & Joan Johnson 

Christine Jones 

Richard Rosenberger 

Bud & Shirley Till 

Sue Schiller 

George & Joan Rasi 

Morton & Kathy Davis 

Steven Shope 

Lois Meyer 

Robert & Ginny Kontak 

Janet Shope 

Richard Pecha & Ana Martinez 

Karen Settembre 

Bernard & Ruth Reagan 

Rosemary, Mary, Eileen  

and Daniel Reagan 

Laverne Powell 

Bill & Dorothy Wrase Hares 

Lorraine McClimans 

Mary Eileen & Richard Wood 

Rosemary & Thomas Vulcano 

Mary & Patrick Dailey 

Kym & Kevin Kirkley 

Barbara Allen 
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Sunday, Nov. 18 

Following One Worship  

Service  

at 9:30 a.m. 

 

A baked ziti luncheon will be 

served following the meeting. 


